Central City School District No. 133

NEEDS ASSESSMENT





ATTENTION FATHERS, MOTHERS, GRANDPARENTS, AND GUARDIANS:

Studies have shown that children of parents who are actively involved in their child’s education do better in school.  Central City School is seeking ways to provide you an opportunity to be involved in your child’s education.  Please complete this questionnaire so that (1) we may better understand your feelings toward this school and its educators, (2) we can determine the degree to which you would like to become involved, and  (3) we can assess how we can help you as you help your child.  Please return this completed questionnaire to your child’s teacher or to the office by Friday, April 21, 2006.  

Complete only one Needs Assessment per family please.
Date:   04/21/06

I am the child’s:

      2  
father


1  Blank



     54 
mother


1  Grandparent and Guardian



      1  
grandparent

1  Father and Mother
1    guardian or other caring person

1.  When you hear the words, “Central City School,” what do you think?          12  Blank

See attached sheet for comments.
2.  Please circle your overall rating for the teachers, administrators, supervisors, and staff of Central City School.


1  Blank


Excellent          Good          Average          Fair          Poor

     




     31                 22               4                 1             0

Comments:   See attached sheet for comments.          1  Excellent/Good          1  Good/Average

3.  Do you read the Home & School Connection newsletter (for early childhood through fifth grade) each month that is

     provided to you courtesy of Title 1 at C.C.S.?  


32  Yes

    18  No
     5  Blank
          1  ?

4  NA

1  Sometimes
          If “Yes”, have you ever used a new idea with your child that you learned about in this publication?



24  Yes

    7  No

2  Blank

4.  How often do you visit the school?         14  daily      13  weekly      19  monthly      2  yearly      2  never      
     
6  Blank          1  Monthly/Yearly          1  4 or 5 times a year.          1  Weekly/Monthly
1  About 3 times a year.          1  Sometimes Weekly/Monthly          See attached sheet for comment.
5.  Do you feel that the Accelerated Reader program has been beneficial to your child(ren)?    47  Yes
    6  No


Explain:   See attached sheet for comments.          5  Blank



1  Child not in this program.          1  NA          1  Yes and No
6.   Do you think that the AR Store is an effective reward system for AR participants?     
51  Yes

3  No

Explain:   See attached sheet for comments.          5  Blank




1  Child not in this program.          1  NA             
7. What functions did you attend or do you plan to attend at Central City School in the 2005-2006 school year? 

(please mark all that apply)


2  Blank

	43  Open House/Book Fair    
	14  PeeWee Basketball Games
	 5   School Assemblies

	55  Parent/Teacher Conferences   
	41  School Carnival/Coronation
	16  Spring Concert/Academic Honors

	 9   Santa’s Workshop
	 5   Scholar Bowl Meets
	17  Basketball Awards Night

	48  Holiday Program
	 7   Cross Country Meets
	 5   Cross Country Awards Night

	18  Title 1 Craft Night

	 6   Baseball Games
	 7   Track Awards Night

	26  Basketball Games
	11  Track Meets
	25  Class Field Trips

	 7   Fifth-Grade Basketball Games
	32  Title 1 Crazy Cultural Night
	16  Graduation

	
	
	


-over-
8.  Did you assist your child at home with any Title-sponsored activities?     
9 Blank 




27  Yes

    25  No



      If “Yes”, which one(s):
21 Six-Flags Six-Hour Reading Club






15 Rehearsing lines for Crazy Cultural Night

9.  Do you think that the new discipline plan is effective?      41  Yes          10  No          3  Blank          1  Unsure



See attached sheet for comment.
     Do you think that the new discipline plan has proven to be fair and consistent for all students?   31  Yes         21  No 

 2  Blank          1  Yes and No


       Do you think the After-School Detention program is effective?      39   Yes          9  No          4  Blank     


1  Yes and No          2  NA

See attached sheet for comment.
       In your opinion, what is the greatest strength of the discipline plan?    See attached sheet for comments. 

31  Blank          1  Do not know.

       In your opinion, what is the greatest weakness of the discipline plan?  See attached sheet for comments.



34  Blank

Additional Comments:  See attached sheet for additional comments.


5  All of #9 Blank
1  [For all of #9]  I don’t know.  My child has not been in trouble.

10.  Did you like that evening hours were offered for parent-teacher conferences?

2  Blank          1  NA

       

58 Yes

    0  No
Comments:   See attached sheet for comments. 

11.  Have you used Homework Hotline this year?

10 Yes          49  No          1  NA          1  Blank

List any improvements that need to be made:   See attached sheet for comments.
12.  Have you or your child visited the Central City School website at centralcity.il.schoolwebpages.com?


29   Yes

30  No


2  Blank

Comments:   See attached sheet for comments.
13.  Would you be interested in volunteering at C.C.S. for any of the following:    (please mark all that apply)
    45 Blank
See attached sheet for comments.

1  I work also!


 

     
	4  tutoring during school
	8  classroom volunteer
	5  computer lab volunteer

	7  recess supervision

	5  AR Store volunteer
	3  advisory board

	6  lunchroom supervision
	2  tutoring after school
	


14.  Would you like to see a girls’ volleyball program started at Central City School?     49  Yes     3 No     9  Blank

See attached sheet for comments.

15.  What is your opinion(s) on the band/music program at Central City School?    22  Blank          2  No comment.

Comments:  See attached sheet for comments.          1  Not sure.          2  NA          1  Good idea.

16.  Is there an activity for parents and/or students that you would like to see started at Central City School?     40 Blank

See attached sheet for comments.     2  Not sure.          2  ?          0  Yes          1  No
17.  What are the reasons you feel keep parents from being involved?   (please mark all that apply)  
6  Blank

   51  work full-time


             

10  sickness
     


   10  work part-time




11  transportation problems


 
   27  small child with no one to watch them
   
 4   apathy  



    6   elderly person to care for in the home

10  other (please list):



See attached sheet for “other” comments.

* Please note:  Central City School is a Schoolwide Title Program school.  A school may operate a schoolwide program if 40 percent of the students participate in the free/reduced lunch program.  A schoolwide program permits a school to use funds under Part A of Title 1 and other federal education program funds and resources to upgrade the entire educational program of the school and to raise academic achievement for all the students.  Schoolwide programs do not have to identify children as eligible for services.  
Thank you for taking the time to fill out this survey.
The opinions of parents, grandparents, and guardians of ALL students at Central City School are essential for the planning process for the 2006-2007 school year.  Please write any additional comments below or on a separate piece of paper.  



See attached sheet for additional comments.
*Bold, underlined numbers indicate number of responses.

#1 Comments:
When you hear the words, “Central City School,” what do you think?

1.  A good school.

6
2.  “A Great School”

4
3.  Nice school.

2
4.  Central City – one of the best schools in Centralia.

1
5.  That it’s probably the best school around.  I’m glad my children are there.

1
6.  Great school, great teachers, excellent academics, and super administrators.

1
7.  Great school – plenty of choices.

1
8.  Great K-8 year school!

1
9.  K-8th grades, good school.

1
10.  Great, safe, K-8 school.

1
11.  It is a great school with good teachers.  And K-8 comes to my mind.

1

12.  I have always heard good things about this school, which is one of the reasons we built our house in this

district.  We wanted our children to go to a K-8 school.

1
13.  K-8 school with variety of extra-curricular activities.

1
14.  Small school – K-8 – numerous opportunities.

1
15.  This is the grade school I want my daughter to go to.  The teachers are great, and it’s K-8, which is a 

big plus.

1
16.  Central City School to me is a great school, plus it is a K-8 district which is a plus.

1
17.  K-8.

1
18.  Good school – good education.

1
19.  Good academics, good neighborhood.

1
20.  Good, small, community school.


1
21.  A very good school and a lot of good people come out of there.

1
22.  Good school district.

1
23.  I think Central City School is a very good school that meets both of my children’s needs very well.
1
24.  Good education, staff, and new building; all around great school.

1

25.  A good school my kids like.

1
26.  Good clean school.

1
27.  Oh, it’s a nice place; wonderful people there.

1
28.  I am proud my children go to your school.  I’m very happy with their progress.

1
29.  A school that has alot to offer to my child.

1
30.  Has a great early childhood program!  The teachers are wonderful.

1
31.  Small school, better teachers.

1


32.  Clean, neat school.

1
33.  I attended the school when I was young and I think it’s a very good school.

1
34.  I went there – the good old days.

1

35.  My school.

1
36.  “Our school”.

1
37.  The school my children go to.

1

38.  Small town outside Centralia.

1
39.  I think the school plays with favoritism.  Students are prejudged by teachers from the previous years.    1
40.  NO Opinion!

1
#2 Comments:

Please circle your overall rating for the teachers, administrators, supervisors, and staff of Central City School (Excellent, Good, Average, Fair, and Poor).

1.  Excellent – Wouldn’t pick another school for my kids.

1

2.  Excellent – Good concerned teachers.

1

3.  Excellent – I think all the teachers do a really great job.

1

4.  Excellent –  Mrs. Walker and Mrs. Wehking.

1
5.  Excellent – The teachers have really taught my child a lot.  He has come a long way this year.
1 

6.  Excellent – So far, really good teachers.

1

7.    Excellent – This year has been great for my son and I to talk to his teacher and she gives us lots of help. 1 8.    Excellent – Overall, teachers/staff are excellent.  One teacher could be a little more friendly, and a little 

more communication with parents would help.  I want to know if there is anything to help with my 

children’s education.

1

9.    Excellent – Except for Jr. High Teachers – Average.

1

10.  Excellent – I have seen great progress in my child.

1

11.  Excellent – My son states the people are excellent and all OK.

1

12.  Excellent – My son didn’t talk until he started going to school and he has learned many things 
from school.

1
13.  Excellent – When I’ve had a question, I got an answer or comment within a reasonable time.
1

14.  Good – Everyone is very nice and caring.

1

15.  Good – All children should be allowed to participate in activities and not have to “make” the team.
1


16.  Good – I think the kids have too many days off.  More than I ever did when in school.  And I don’t like the 

“bribing” to do good work, too much candy!

1

17.  Good/Average – With exception to a few teachers.

1

#4 Comments:
How often do you visit the school?  Daily?  Weekly?  Monthly?  Yearly?  Never?

1.  Monthly – I would not say that often but if I need something I go in and talk.

1
#5 Comments:

Do you feel that the Accelerated Reader program has been beneficial to your child(ren)?

1.    Yes – It helps her pay attention to the story of the book she’s reading.  She loves to read.

1
2.    Yes – It helped him learn to enjoy reading.

1

3.    Yes – My child has really improved.

1

4.    Yes – My son is reading excellent.

1

5.    Yes – She is doing really good.

1

6.    Yes – She’s a great reader.

1

7.    Yes – Keeps her motivated.

1
8.    Yes – He has started to read better.

1
9.    Yes – He likes to read.

1
10.  Yes – The more they read, the better reader they become.

1

11.  Yes – He just got a book he could not read because the level was too high.  This program helps them 

keep reading [at their] level.

1
12.  Yes – Helps become better readers.

1

13.  Yes – Furthers their education.

1

14.  Yes – It’s a good idea.

1

15.  Yes – I like the progress notes that are sent home.

1
16.  Yes and No – Teaches responsibility by achieving scores on own time.  However, sometimes hard to do 

with all other homework and after-school activities.

1 

17.  No – My child used to love to read.  Now she has to.

1
18.  No – She is testing between 4th - 6th grade level and she is in 7th grade.

1

19.  No – My child finds it hard to get points.  Concentration is hard for that long.  Points should not be 

required.  Kids all have different pace.  One amount of points for all is unreasonable and defeats the purpose of AR grades.

1

20.  No – They keep raising the number of books until it isn’t reading for fun.

1

21.  No – I did not know there was such a program.

1

#6 Comments:
Do you think that the AR Store is an effective reward system for AR participants? 

1.    Yes – It gives her more incentive to read more.

1

2.    Yes – It gives them an incentive to look forward to.

1

3.    Yes – They have something to work for.

1

4.    Yes – Encourages children to read.

1

5.    Yes – Gives them, who don’t care to read, another reason to read.

1

6.    Yes – Kids could start reading better.

1
7.    Yes – Children will do better if they get rewarded.

1
8.    Yes – Makes them work harder to get a prize.

1
9.    Yes – Great prizes giving student incentive to read!

1

10.  Yes – They know that they can get something from the reading.  I think it helps.

1

11.  Yes – My son will shop and get something, then he already has his eye on something for the next time.    1 12.  Yes – My child really likes it.

1
13.  Yes – She enjoys it.

1

14.  Yes – If they reach a goal, they know they can choose a reward.

1

15.  No – Why do they need rewards?  Isn’t an “atta boy/girl” and a pat on the back good enough anymore?    1
16.  No – Allowing them to purchase makeup in the AR store when they are too young for it is unnecessary.   1
#9 Comments:

a) Do you think that the new discipline plan is effective?  

b) Do you think that the new discipline plan has proven to be fair and consistent for all students?  

c) Do you think the After-School Detention program is effective? 

d) In your opinion, what is the greatest strength of the discipline plan? 

e) In your opinion, what is the greatest weakness of the discipline plan?    

Question “A”:

1.  Yes – Only if followed.

1
Question “C”:

1.  Yes, somewhat.

1

Question “D”:

1.    Teaching children to behave.

1
2.    Responsibility of discipline.

1

3.    Accountability.

1

4.    It is controlling the bad behavior.

1
5.    Respect.

1 
6.    Being consistent with discipline is great.

1

7.    It sticks – no ands and buts.

1

8.    Makes students accountable for actions.

1
9.    Letting kids know what is acceptable.

1
10.  Children will think before doing.

1

11.  To let children know they can’t act like that.

1
12.  Controlling the children.

1

13.  Equal to everyone.

1

14.  Fairness.

1

15.  Lets students know the punishment.

1

16.  Enforcement.

1

17.  Covers all types of misbehaving.

1

18.  He is proud of himself for doing good in class.

1

19.  Good conduct party.

1
20.  Taking things away.

1
21.  Not sure hasn’t helped.

1

22.  None.

1
23.  Too harsh.

1
    
Question “E”:
1.    None.

3

2.    Haven’t found one.

1

3.    The plan is too restrictive.

1

4.    Many are confusing and repeating.

1

5.    Some teachers overuse.

1
6.    Teachers are getting carried away by giving detentions for gum chewing and talking at lunch.  Teachers


are disciplining and not the superintendent.

1

7.    They get to pick and choose who they want to discipline.

1

8.    Letting some kids get away with too much.

1

9.    The faculty needs to discipline both children fighting.

1

10.  Some kids have had chance after chance.

1

11.  Not equal to everyone.

1

12.  Not followed for certain students.

1

13.  Not consistent.

1
14.  If a child has had a one-time only incident, I felt the punishment was too severe.

1
15.  It has gotten out of hand.

1

16.  Kindergartners in detention?

1
17.  Sign placement is tempting.

1 


#9 Additional Comments:

1.    Need to be consistent with all children.

1

2.    Teachers use and abuse the plan inconsistently.

1

3.    It has become unfair – each teacher has their own idea of what it means.

1

4.    If plan was followed correctly some problems might have been eliminated early – when you make 


exceptions you’re telling the student you’re not serious.

1

5.    I think they should be held in at recess; after-school detention is just a hardship for the parents.       1

6.    Should not keep children from attending ball games!!  After school detention should be good!    
1
7.    Detentions are a good idea but out of school suspension and taking away field trips should depend on the


disciplinary problem not the number of detentions.

1
8.    Playground is where I think you need more eyes.

1

9.    Kids are too scared to defend themselves against bullies in fear of detention.

1

10.  I believe there are too many detentions for stupid things.

1

11.  I do feel that some of the higher-grade teachers are too hard on some of the girls and the way they dress. 

I buy my daughter’s clothes and if I approve then I don’t feel they should be called out by teachers. 

(Trust me, it’s hard that they grow up and start developing anyway.)  I understand completely regarding

too much skin.  I have seen some other kids worst than my own.  I would rather that not happen either. 

However, clothes fit girls in different ways based on how they are developed.  Girls big on top and small 

everywhere else makes it seem worse (trust me I know).  If a problem is noted, parent/teacher 

communication would be great rather than teachers making negative comments to the child making 

them feel insecure.  Thank you.  

1

12.  Personally, I don’t think they should have taken away corporal punishment.  If a child does not feel pain for

doing wrong, how are they going to learn to do the right thing?

1

13.  My child is in kindergarten, so I haven’t had to deal too much with this.

1
14.  I don’t know enough about the new plan to make a good judgment.

1
#10 Comments:

Did you like that evening hours were offered for parent-teacher conferences?

1.    Yes – It allowed for those who work during the day to attend.

1 
2.    Yes – Most parents work during school hours.

1
3.    Yes – Good for working parents.

1
4.    Yes – Great for working parents so that both parents can be involved.

1

#11 Comments:

Have you used Homework Hotline this year?  

1.    Yes – Make sure it is current.

1
2.    Yes – Needs updated by all teachers daily.

1

3.    No – I have tried several times but couldn’t get information.

1
4.    No – Have not needed to.

1
#12 Comments:

Have you or your child visited the Central City School website at centralcity.il.schoolwebpages.com?

1.    No – Didn’t know it existed.

3 

2.    No – Was hard to find through search engines.

1

3.    No – Not yet – I keep forgetting, but I’ll visit it soon.

1
4.    No – I do not have a computer.

1

5.    Yes – Great site.  I loved seeing pictures of my children.

1

6.    Yes – It’s great to have something you can just look up.

1
7.    Yes – We like seeing the different classes and feel it helps us keep connected with what’s going on.     1
8.    Yes – Found interesting articles.

1
9.    Yes – It’s good so you can see if your kids are telling the truth.  It also just gives a chance to see what’s 


going on.

1

10.  Yes – More participation from all staff.

1

11.  Yes – Last I visited it there wasn’t much on the website.

1
#13 Comments:

Would you be interested in volunteering at C.C.S. for any of the following: tutoring during school, recess supervision, lunchroom supervision, classroom volunteer, AR Store volunteer, tutoring after school, computer lab volunteer, advisory board.

1.    Work during the day.

1
2.    Not at this time.

1


#14 Comments:

Would you like to see a girls’ volleyball program started at Central City School?

1.    YES!! – I would be willing to help any way to start it.

1

2.    No – Can’t get girls to participate in cross country, basketball, or track.

1

#15 Comments:

What is your opinion(s) on the band/music program at Central City School?    

1.    Excellent.

1

2.    Great.

1

3.    Very good.

1
4.    Good.

1 

5.    Good – could go for a dance team.

1

6.    I think it is wonderful.

1

7.    I like the music program.

1
8.    I’m glad it is back.

1
9.    It’s a great op / considering other small schools don’t have that choice.

1
10.  I think it is great for those children with different interests.

1

11.  Grandson likes it.

1

12.  Student enjoys.

1
13.  Love Band!

1

14.  We all like it.

1

15.  Needs to continue and expand.

1

16.  I would like to see it expand into a band - marching band - concert band.  Show choir is a great thing to


show the students’ talents.

1

17.  Very needed program in my opinion.

1

18.  You need a band/music program.  If my child has any musically inclined capabilities, I would like for her to

have the opportunity to develop them.  

1

19.  I believe music is important and all schools should have a music program.

1

20.  These programs need to stay in the school.

1

21.  I think we should keep up the band.  My son is in second grade and wants to play drums.  Maybe if there


are things you could do to make it fun.  Like compete.

1

22.  They need band class.  Music is important.

1

23.  The band/music program should be taught as well as art.

1

24.  We need more involvement.

1
25.  Not really offered – sometimes they have a teacher, sometimes they don’t.

1

26.  Need to get a band teacher that will stay and if it is in budget.

1
27.  Need a band director.

1

28.  Is there one?

1

29.  Don’t know yet.

1

30.  Not familiar with.

1  
31.  Didn’t know we had a band.

1

32.  I have no opinion.

1
33.  A more traditional Christmas program would be great!

1
#16 Comments:

Is there an activity for parents and/or students that you would like to see started at Central City School?

1.    Not at this time.

2

2.    Spelling bees.

1

3.    Computer classes.

1
4.    Art class.

1
5.    It would be nice to see more arts in the school; music, plays –- make thing fair to all students.      1

6.    Band.

1

7.    More parent/student activities.  I love to do activities with my children that involve talking and working


together.

1

8.    Volleyball and activities involving parents and students, especially parents vs. children basketball games 

to raise money for P.T.O.

1

9.    Volleyball.

1

10.  Soccer and football, even though I know we don’t have the field.

1
11.  Swimming lessons.

1

12.  Pee Wee cheerleaders for basketball.

1

13.  Girl Scout club.

1

14.  Maybe some type of evening classes like a yoga class or something.  Or maybe some type of dance or 


something for the kids.

1

#17 “Other” Comments:

What are the reasons you feel keep parents from being involved?

1.   (Kids should be first.)  There should be no reason when it comes to your kids.

1

2.   Sadly, I feel some parents don’t want to be involved.  I want to do and be there with all things that include


my kids!

1

3.    Busy family schedule after school hours.

1
4.    Full time job plus taking care of grandparents’ yards.  I’m so very busy.

1

5.    Irregular hours on job.

1

6.    Commit level might be high.

1

7.    School.

1

8.    Some are on drugs.

1
9.    They just don’t care about kids or school.

1
10.  Not given opportunity.

1
Additional Comments:

Please write any additional comments below or on a separate piece of paper.

1.    I just want to say these forms are a very good way to get a parent’s opinions.  I hope they help the school 


system.  I am sorry to see the principal go also.  I am proud to say my kids go to C.C.S.!

1

2.    I think all schools need tutoring services, or special classes for the ones that need help in certain areas, 

such as math.  I think math is too advanced nowadays.  And on multiplication, they start out with higher

numbers first, such as 7s, instead of 0s, 1s, 2s, etc.

1
RESULTS:


61  Completed 


     and Returned








