Central City School District No. 133


         

NEEDS ASSESSMENT





ATTENTION FATHERS, MOTHERS, GRANDPARENTS, AND GUARDIANS:

Studies have shown that children of parents who are actively involved in their child’s education do better in school.  Central City School is seeking ways to provide you an opportunity to be involved in your child’s education.  Please complete this questionnaire so that (1) we may better understand your feelings toward this school and its educators, (2) we can determine the degree to which you would like to become involved, and  (3) we can assess how we can help you as you help your child.  Please return this completed questionnaire to your child’s teacher or to the office by Friday, March 30, 2007.  




Complete only one Needs Assessment per family please.
Date:   03/30/07
I am the child’s:

      2  
father


1  Grandparent and Mother

     42 
mother


1  Grandparent/Guardian



      1  
grandparent

1  Father and Mother
0    guardian or other caring person

1.  When you hear the words, “Central City School,” what do you think?

9  Blank

See attached sheet for comments.
2.  Please circle your overall rating for the teachers, administrators, supervisors, and staff of Central City School.


0  Blank          
Excellent          Good          Average          Fair          Poor

        



     21                23                4                 0             0
     
Comments: :   See attached sheet for comments.          
3.  Do you read the Home & School Connection newsletter (for early childhood through fifth grade) each month that is

     provided to you courtesy of Title 1 at C.C.S.?

1  Is she supposed to bring this home?
     0  Blank          

27  Yes

    16  No
          2  NA

2  No, never received one.
          If “Yes”, have you ever used a new idea with your child that you learned about in this publication?



18  Yes

    9  No
0  Blank          
 

4.  How often do you visit the school?         14  daily      10  weekly      16  monthly      3  yearly      0  never      
     


1  Blank               1  Every 2 or 3 months.               1  Weekly/Monthly          

1  When needed.         
1 Only when a program.          
5.  Do you feel that the Accelerated Reader program has been beneficial to your child(ren)?    39  Yes
    5  No


Explain:   See attached sheet for comments.      1  Not sure – Haven’t heard any results.
1  I don’t think my daughter participates in this.               1  Yes and No               1  Blank
6.   Do you think that the AR Store is an effective reward system for AR participants?     
38  Yes

3  No

Explain:   See attached sheet for comments.         
 5  Blank


1  I’m not familiar with this.


1  Don’t know what it is.

 *We desperately need volunteers for the AR store, so if you are interested, please complete the Volunteer sheet attached.

7. What functions did you attend or do you plan to attend at Central City School in the 2006-2007 school year? 

               (please mark all that apply)

1  Blank
	37  Open House/Book Fair    
	15  PeeWee Basketball Games
	11  School Assemblies

	46  Parent/Teacher Conferences   
	34  School Carnival/Coronation
	19  Spring Concert/Academic Honors

	14  Santa’s Workshop
	 4   Scholar Bowl Meets
	18  Basketball Awards Night

	41  Holiday Program
	 8   Cross Country Meets
	 5   Cross Country Awards Night

	21  Title 1 Craft Night

	 7   Baseball Games
	 6   Track Awards Night

	22  Basketball Games
	 7   Track Meets
	30  Class Field Trips

	 6   Fifth-Grade Basketball Games
	23  Title 1 Crazy Cultural Night
	25  Graduation

	 7   P.T.O. Meetings
	
	


-over-
8.  Did you assist or will you assist your child at home with any Title-sponsored activities?      4 Blank 
    2  NA

28  Yes

    14  No
      If “Yes”, which one(s):
18 Six-Flags Six-Hour Reading Club










13 Rehearsing lines for Crazy Cultural Night

9.  Do you think that the C.C.S. discipline plan is effective? 
38  Yes          8  No          1  Blank          1  Unsure

     Do you think that the discipline plan has proven to be fair and consistent for all students?     35  Yes          10  No          

1    Blank
     1  Unsure
          1  ?




     Do you think the After-School Detention program is effective?
33  Yes       
5  No          1  NA        

5  Blank          1  Unsure           2  ?          1  Yes and No


     In your opinion, what is the greatest strength of the discipline plan?  See attached sheet for comments. 

28  Blank          

1  Unsure

1  NA        
     In your opinion, what is the greatest weakness of the discipline plan?  See attached sheet for comments. 

29  Blank          

1  None

1  Unsure

2  NA        
     
Additional Comments: See attached sheet for additional comments.


10.  Did you like that evening hours were offered for parent-teacher conferences?       
0  Blank          

       

44 Yes

    0  No
1  ?
Comments:   See attached sheet for comments. 

11.  Have you used Homework Hotline this year?

9  Yes          38  No          
1  Blank

List any improvements that need to be made:   See attached sheet for comments.
12.  Have you or your child visited the Central City School website at centralcity.il.schoolwebpages.com?


25   Yes

22   No


1  Blank

Comments:   See attached sheet for comments.
13.  Would you be interested in volunteering at C.C.S. for any of the following:    (please mark all that apply)      31 Blank
1  Can’t at this time.


1  I work all hours!  Sorry!
	3  tutoring during school
	11  classroom volunteer
	2  computer lab volunteer

	1  recess supervision

	 5   AR Store volunteer
	3  advisory board

	2  lunchroom supervision
	 1   tutoring after school
	


14.  Would you like to see a girls’ volleyball program started at Central City School?
38  Yes     3 No          3 Blank

See attached sheet for comment.

1  ?

1  Maybe
15.  What is/are your opinion(s) of the band/music program at Central City School?    8  Blank          2  NA

Comments:  See attached sheet for comments.          1  No opinion.

16.  What are your expectations for the new superintendent next year? 
19  Blank          1  Don’t know.      1  Zero         

See attached sheet for comments.         
 1  No opinion at this time.          2  NA          1  OK
17.  Is there an activity for parents and/or students that you would like to see started at Central City School?     28 Blank
See attached sheet for comments.     1  Don’t know.          3  No     
1  NA
18.  What are the reasons you feel keep parents from being involved?   (please mark all that apply)       0  Blank

   38  work full-time  1  Both parents. 
      

6  sickness
     


    4   work part-time




6  transportation problems


 
   16  small child with no one to watch them
   
0  apathy  



    4   elderly person to care for in the home

9  other (please list):




See attached sheet for “other” comments.
   




* Please note:  Central City School is a Schoolwide Title Program school.  A school may operate a schoolwide program if 40 percent of the students participate in the free/reduced lunch program.  A schoolwide program permits a school to use funds under Part A of Title 1 and other federal education program funds and resources to upgrade the entire educational program of the school and to raise academic achievement for all the students.  Schoolwide programs do not have to identify children as eligible for services.  
Thank you for taking the time to fill out this survey.

The opinions of parents, grandparents, and guardians of ALL students at Central City School are essential for the planning process for the 2007-2008 school year.  Please write any additional comments below or on a separate piece of paper.            See attached sheet for “additional” comment.
*Bold, underlined numbers indicate number of responses.

#1 Comments:
When you hear the words, “Central City School,” what do you think?

1.    A great school.

6
2.    A good school.

5
3.    A very good school.

3
4.    A good school – K through 8th.

3
5.    I think Central City School is a good school.  I like it because there are K-8th and you don’t have to keep

switching your child from school to school.

1
6.    K-8 system; allows kids to get to know teachers in other grades before having them; lots of activities other

schools don’t have.

1
7.    K-8.

1
8.    Good, caring.

1
9.    Good, small school.

1
10.  Good education, compassionate employees.

1
11.  Good education.

1
12.  A good school with a good reputation.

1
13.  Best school I have ever had any connection with.

1
14.  The best school in the area!  We looked for and bought a home in this district so our children 

could attend.

1
15.  Wonderful school!  Great kids and teachers!

1 

16.  I think it is a great school.  I would not want my child to attend anywhere else.

1
17.  A good school that my kids like.

1

18.  A school we are happy to send our children to.

1

19.  It is a fine school except for the discipline policy!

1

20.  I think it needs a few improvements, but overall, a good school.

1

21.  My daughter’s school.

1
22.  Our school.

1

23.  School.

1

24.  I think it’s the name of the school in Central City.

1

25.  I don’t know, just moved here in December.

1
#2 Comments:

Please circle your overall rating for the teachers, administrators, supervisors, and staff of Central City School (Excellent, Good, Average, Fair, and Poor).

1.    Excellent – This is our first year here.  The entire staff is outstanding!!!
1

2.    Excellent – Teachers are exceptional.  Don’t know other staff members.

1

3.    Excellent – My child has enjoyed all of his teachers.

1 
4.    Excellent – Mrs. Walker is a peach!  Best teacher I have ever known.

1  
5.    Excellent – Mrs. Capps has been very patient with my son.

1

6.    Good – The good conduct parties are the best.

1

7.    Good – No school system or person is perfect or excellent.

1

8.    Average – I believe the children could have more attention personally.

1

#5 Comments:

Do you feel that the Accelerated Reader program has been beneficial to your child(ren)?

1.    Yes – Encourages them to read.

1

2.    Yes – All children need to be encouraged to read often.

1

3.    Yes – It gives them a good incentive to read.

1

4.    Yes – It has helped him to want to read more.

1

5.    Yes – It has helped my son excel in reading.

1
6.    Yes – It helped my oldest son become an avid reader.

1
7.    Yes – My kindergartner seems to be reading well with it.

1

8.    Yes – Seems like my kids want to read more.

1 

9.    Yes – It allows my child to read at her own level.

1
10.  Yes – It allows you to know what level your child is reading at, so that if they need help in an area, the


parent can help them.

1
11.  Yes – They enjoy the reading and activities and it ups their confidence in skill.

1
12.  Yes – She said she is getting and she likes it.

1
13.  Yes – To an extent, I like the prize idea, not as part of grade.

1

14.  Yes and No – (The higher grades) – The books are overwhelming for children who don’t comprehend what 

they read.

1

15.  No – They can read but don’t have the skills to comprehend what they read.

1
16.  No – 8th grader doesn’t like to read and reading level is below grade she is on.

1
#6 Comments:
Do you think that the AR Store is an effective reward system for AR participants? 

1.    Yes – Positive motivation.

1

2.    Yes – Gives extra incentive to read.

1
3.    Yes – Gives them a goal to work for.

1

4.    Yes – Kids want to read more.

1 

5.    Yes – Helpful.

1

6.    Yes – Kids are excited when they get an award.

1

7.    No – Should count more for grades than ability to buy junk.

1
8.    No – Never heard of it.

1
#9 Comments:

A)  Do you think that the C.C.S. discipline plan is effective? 


B)  Do you think that the discipline plan has proven to be fair and consistent for all students?      

C)  Do you think the After-School Detention program is effective?      

D)  In your opinion, what is the greatest strength of the discipline plan?  

E)  In your opinion, what is the greatest weakness of the discipline plan?  

Question “D”:

1.    Consistency.

4

2.    Keeping to it.

1

3.    It is often used.

1

4.    Entire school uses same plan.

1

5.    To administer some form of discipline.

1
6.    Sets guidelines.

1

7.    The teachers.

1

8.    It allows kids to improve.

1
9.    It teaches kids respect.

1

10.  Quick response to discipline problems.

1

11.  Consequences for actions.

1
12.  It works for some kids.

1
13.  Grounding.

1
14.  None, because not all kids are treated the same.  Some kids get punished more than others.    
1

Question “E”:
1.    Consistency.

1

2.    Not consistent.

1

3.    Inconsistent use.  What may be Level 1 to one teacher, may be more or less severe by another teacher.  1

4.    Too much contradiction between levels and too harsh for some offenses.

1

5.    The use of warnings can vary per student and be severe for minor misconducts second only verbal 

warning for the most severe conduct.

1
6.    Some parts are vague.

1

7.    Some students it works for and others it doesn’t.

1
8.    Detention for chewing gum and other minor things.

1
9.    Not follow through.

1
10.  The teachers.

1

11.  Some kids don’t take the discipline serious enough.

1
12.  The kids probably don’t take the discipline serious.

1
13.  Parents not following through.

1
14.  Parents comply.

1
#9 Additional Comments:

1.    I don’t particularly care for this plan but if it works for the school, “fine”, as long as everyone is treated fairly

(no matter who the student is or what kind of grades they are getting).

1
2.    Teachers threaten students with Levels 3 and 4 for chewing gum when other teachers give out gum 

or candy.

1

3.    I know my son had went all through classes from kindergarten until 7th grade with absolutely no 

disciplinary problems.  Then in 7th grade automatically got a Level II due to going in and changing

too early for a basketball game, which I felt was very unfair (no other problems since that time).  
1

#10 Comments:

Did you like that evening hours were offered for parent-teacher conferences?

1.    Yes – Because both parents work during the day.
1 
2.    My conference was afternoon.

1

3.    Haven’t had one yet!!

1
4.    Never been offered.

1
#11 Comments:

Have you used Homework Hotline this year?  

1.    Yes – Tried, sometimes hard to get through.

1

2.    No – Wasn’t aware of it.

1
3.    Unable to get any information on it.

1   
#12 Comments:

Have you or your child visited the Central City School website at centralcity.il.schoolwebpages.com?

1.    Yes – Maybe acknowledge student achievements.

1
2.    Yes – Needs to be updated by teachers and staff more frequently.

1
3.    Yes – It needs to be updated more often along with the calendar of events each month.  The last time I

was on, there was still information from the previous school year.

1
4.    Yes – Not updated for each class as of last time visited (3/18/07)

1
5.    Yes – Not kept up to date.

1

6.    Yes – I like the pictures, but don’t use it regularly.

1
7.    Yes – It didn’t show a whole lot though.

1

8.    I wish I could email teacher with questions.

1
9.    No – Wasn’t aware of it.  Doesn’t come up when searching.

1
10.  No – No computer.

1
#14 Comment:

Would you like to see a girls’ volleyball program started at Central City School?

1.    N/A, boys only. 

1
#15 Comments:

What is/are your opinion(s) on the band/music program at Central City School?    

1.    Good.

2
2.    It is good for the students to learn music.

2

3.    OK

2

4.    OK – Classes should be every day like other academic classes. 

1
5.    It is absolutely the best, very important to the school.

1

6.    It is wonderful.

1

7.    I think it is great.

1

8.    Very impressive.

1

9.    Excellent.

1

10.  Great.          1

11.  I think it is a great program.

1

12.  Very nice.

1

13.  Coming along nicely.

1

14.  Seems to be good.

1
15.  Average.

1

16.  I feel very beneficial to have for those interested.

1

17.  I’m glad Central City students have this opportunity.

1
18.  Gives children opportunities.

1
19.  The teacher works hard with students.

1
20.  My child loves band.

1

21.  The band does pretty good, they try really hard.

1

22.  It has given my child confidence.

1

23.  I’ve always liked that we have a band.

1

24.  Mr. Bland is excellent.

1

25.  This year’s holiday program was much better.

1
26.  I love the show choir performances and Christmas play.

1
27.  Don’t know much about it, but I like Mr. Bland.  I think he is a wonderful teacher.

1
28.  We need a full-time band/music teacher.

1

29.  Need to get more kids involved and do more activities with band like competitions and performances, and

add a flag corp.

1

30.  I think they should have band.  Kids seem to enjoy music.

1
31.  I haven’t heard them yet.

1
32.  I think it would be great to have.

1
33.  Don’t know.
 1

34.  Don’t know much about it.

1
35.  No opinion.   
1 
#16 Comments:

What are your expectations for the new superintendent next year?
1.    To be able to handle the kids with behavior problems.

2

2.    Just to keep our school safe, and be fair with all the students.

1

3.    To be a fair disciplinarian and available to talk with the students as needed.

1

4.    Fair and correct judgement.

1

5.    That there will be no favortism.

1
6.    To be fair with everyone.

1

7.    He will be an interactive, hands-on superintendent.

1

8.    Openminded.

1

9.    Open to new ideas, easy to talk to.

1

10.  Needs to be friendly.

1

11.  Continue allowing C.C.S. to be a great school, and consistency.

1
12.  Continue allowing C.C.S. to be wonderful!

1

13.  Continue to make the school fun to attend.

1

14.  I look for new and good things to come.

1

15.  We believe that he will be a welcome addition to our school.

1

16.  Hard to beat Mrs. Wehking, but he has been good.

1
17.  Meet Mrs. Wehking’s standards.

1

18.  That he will be there for a while.

1

19.  More parent involvement.

1
20.  A great thing to get more parents involved in P.T.O.

1

21.  Adjustments to discipline plan – detentions for severe offenses but talking, chewing gum, tossing food to 

another student are dumb reasons for detention.

1

22.  We will be gone, but I’m sure he will be fine.

1
#17 Comments:

Is there an activity for parents and/or students that you would like to see started at Central City School?

1.    I would like to see the gifted program brought back.

3
2.    I would like to see a program started for gifted students, extra activities geared towards academics.
   1

3.    An after school program for the children to receive extra learning in problem areas.

1

4.    After school tutoring program to help children that need extra help with homework or subjects they are 

falling behind in.

1

5.    More one-on-one interaction with involving parents in the classroom to help their kids.

1

6.    Computer classes. 
1
7.    Sewing and cooking class for upper classes.

1

8.    Volleyball.

1

9.    Open gym night.

1
10.  Add a flag corp to band and let them do more performances; volleyball if funding is available; more 

dances or social activities for 5-8 grades.

1
11.  I think we offer a lot of activities for our kids.

1
12.  I’m open for any new ideas.

1

13.  Can’t think of one.

1
#18 “Other” Comments:

What are the reasons you feel keep parents from being involved?

1.    Single parent (time). 
1
2.    Some parents are too busy and don’t care.

1

3.    I have observed so many parents that seem to not care or be interested.

1

4.    Just don’t care.

1

5.    Drug and alcohol abuse, illiteracy, and parents don’t care.

1

6.    Disabled at home.

1

7.    Have volunteered my services for sports – baseball.  Services apparently not needed.
1
8.    Family up north going to ICU!
1
Additional Comment:

Please write any additional comments below or on a separate piece of paper.

1.    We are new to the community and don’t know about most of this.  Sorry!

1
RESULTS:


48  Completed 


     and Returned





*Bold, underlined numbers indicate number of responses.








