Central City School District No. 133


         

NEEDS ASSESSMENT





ATTENTION FATHERS, MOTHERS, GRANDPARENTS, AND GUARDIANS:

Studies have shown that children of parents who are actively involved in their child’s education do better in school.  Central City School is seeking ways to provide you an opportunity to be involved in your child’s education.  Please complete this questionnaire so that (1) we may better understand your feelings toward this school and its educators, (2) we can determine the degree to which you would like to become involved, and  (3) we can assess how we can help you as you help your child.  Please return this completed questionnaire to your child’s teacher or to the office by Wednesday, May 14, 2008.  




Complete only one Needs Assessment per family please.
Date:   05/14/08
I am the child’s:

      5  
father


1  Grandparents  YAH!

     36
mother






      1  
grandparent



     0    guardian or other caring person

1.  When you hear the words, “Central City School,” what do you think?

10  Blank

See attached sheet for comments.
2.  Please circle your overall rating for the teachers, administrators, supervisors, and staff of Central City School.


0  Blank          
Excellent          Good          Average          Fair          Poor

        



     22                16               5                 0             0
     
Comments:    See attached sheet for comments.          
3.  Do you read the Home & School Connection newsletter (for early childhood through fifth grade) each month that is

     provided to you courtesy of Title 1 at C.C.S.?

24  Yes

    15  No
          0  Blank          

          1  NA                2  No, never received.                1  Sometimes I do.

If “Yes”, have you ever used a new idea with your child that you learned about in this publication?



22  Yes

    4  No
0  Blank          
 

4.  How often do you visit the school?         12  daily      13 weekly      12  monthly      2  yearly      0  never      
     
0  Blank               1  Mother/Daily               1  Daily/Weekly               1  Monthly/Yearly         


1  Three times per week.          
5.  Do you feel that the Accelerated Reader program has been beneficial to your child(ren)?    37  Yes
    2  No


Explain:   See attached sheet for comments.      1  Never heard of it.           1  Blank
6.   Do you think that the AR Store is an effective reward system for AR participants?     
39  Yes

2  No

Explain:   See attached sheet for comments.         1  Never heard of it.

 1  Blank


 *We desperately need volunteers for the AR store, so if you are interested, please complete the Volunteer sheet attached.

7. What functions did you attend or do you plan to attend at Central City School in the 2006-2007 school year? 

               (please mark all that apply)

0  Blank
          1  PeeWee Basketball Awards NIght


	32  Open House/Book Fair    
	11  PeeWee Basketball Games
	 7  School Assemblies

	42  Parent/Teacher Conferences   
	31  School Carnival/Coronation
	12 Spring Concert/Academic Honors

	 9   Santa’s Workshop
	 2   Scholar Bowl Meets
	13  Basketball Awards Night

	41  Holiday Program
	 6   Cross Country Meets
	 4   Cross Country Awards Night

	24  Title 1 Craft Night

	 2   Baseball Games
	 3   Track Awards Night

	15  Basketball Games
	 7   Track Meets
	19  Class Field Trips

	 7   Fifth-Grade Basketball Games
	33  Title 1 Crazy Cultural Night
	13  Graduation

	 8   P.T.O. Meetings
	 7   Volleyball Games
	


8.  Did you assist or will you assist your child at home with any Title-sponsored activities?   31  Yes    8  No    4  Blank
     If “Yes”, which one(s):    20  Six-Flags Six-Hour Reading Club
     28  Rehearsing for Crazy Cultural Night          

-over-

9.  Do you think that the C.C.S. discipline plan is effective? 
34  Yes               6   No               2  Blank

          
See attached sheet for comments.
     Do you think that the discipline plan has proven to be fair and consistent for all students?     34  Yes            6  No          

2  Blank               1  ?




     Do you think the After-School Detention program is effective?
33  Yes               5  No               1  NA        

3  Blank               1  ?                See attached sheet for comment.         


     In your opinion, what is the greatest strength of the discipline plan?  See attached sheet for comments. 

31  Blank               1  No strength.               2  NA        
     In your opinion, what is the greatest weakness of the discipline plan?  See attached sheet for comments. 

34  Blank               1  Not known.

2  NA        
     
Additional Comments: See attached sheet for additional comments.


10.  Did you like that evening hours were offered for parent-teacher conferences?       43 Yes               0  No


0  Blank     

Comments:   See attached sheet for comments. 

11.  Have you used Homework Hotline this year?
5  Yes               38  No               0  Blank

List any improvements that need to be made:   See attached sheet for comment.
12.  Have you or your child visited the Central City School website at centralcity.il.schoolwebpages.com?


28   Yes               14   No               1  Blank                Comments:   See attached sheet for comments.
13.  Would you be interested in volunteering at C.C.S. for any of the following:    (please mark all that apply)      28 Blank
1  Don’t have time.



	2  tutoring during school
	10  classroom volunteer
	3  computer lab volunteer

	4  recess supervision

	 7   AR Store volunteer
	2  advisory board

	3  lunchroom supervision
	 2   tutoring after school
	


14.  Did you like that a girls’ volleyball program was started at Central City School this year?
33  Yes          0 No          

8  Blank               1  NA               1  ? 

See attached sheet for comment.



15.  What is/are your opinion(s) of the band/music program at Central City School?          13  Blank               2  ?

Comments:  See attached sheet for comments.          1  Not involved.               1  Yes! Yes! Yes!

16.  Were your expectations for the new superintendent met this year?      6  Blank           22  Yes          1  YES!!!         

See attached sheet for comments.                1  For sure!               1  Don’t know.

17.  Do you and/or your child(ren) have daily access to the Internet at home?          34 Yes               9  No



Explain:  See attached sheet for comments.         
18.  Do you feel that your child(ren) receive(s) adequate exposure to technology at school?      42  Yes          1 No



Explain:  See attached sheet for comments.         
19.  Is there an activity for parents and/or students that you would like to see started at Central City School?     31  Blank
1  Zero               1  No                1  Not that I can think of.               1  Not at this moment.
 

See attached sheet for comments.     
20.  What are the reasons you feel keep parents from being involved?   (please mark all that apply)       0  Blank

   38  work full-time  


      

 7  sickness
     


    3   work part-time




15  transportation problems


 
   24  small child with no one to watch them
   
 1  apathy   1  ?  



    5   elderly person to care for in the home

 7  other (please list):




See attached sheet for “other” comments.
  
1  Not sure. 




* Please note:  Central City School is a Schoolwide Title Program school.  A school may operate a schoolwide program if 40 percent of the students participate in the free/reduced lunch program.  A schoolwide program permits a school to use funds under Part A of Title 1 and other federal education program funds and resources to upgrade the entire educational program of the school and to raise academic achievement for all the students.  Schoolwide programs do not have to identify children as eligible for services.  
Thank you for taking the time to fill out this survey.

The opinions of parents, grandparents, and guardians of ALL students at Central City School are essential for the planning process for the 2007-2008 school year.  Please write any additional comments below or on a separate piece of paper.            See attached sheet for “additional” comment.

*Bold, underlined numbers indicate number of responses.

#1 Comments:
When you hear the words, “Central City School,” what do you think?

1.  Good school.

8

2. Excellent school.

2

3. A very good school.

1

4. A good K-8 school with teachers and staff who really care about the students.

1
5. I think of a wonderful school with a wonderful faculty.

1

6. Great school, good reputation.

1    

7. Great school, nice teachers.

1    

8. Great education; special staff; great and fair principal.

1

9. Wonderful staff and overall great school.

1

10. Best school in area.

1

11. What a great school.

1

12. A good school that my kids like.

1

13. Good memories for me as a child – good school.

1
14. Good school district.

1    

15. An overall good school.

1   
16. Good education.

1   

17. Love it!

1

18. K-8 school.

1
19. Education, future.

1   

20. A place to learn.

1   

21. Our school.

1
22. You don’t want to know!

1

#2 Comments:

Please circle your overall rating for the teachers, administrators, supervisors, and staff of Central City School (Excellent, Good, Average, Fair, and Poor).

1. Excellent – Everybody seems so caring.

1

2. Excellent – Principal is wonderful…the teachers are there to help my children learn.

1

3. Excellent – Mr. Branon really cares about the kids.

1

4. Excellent – They do what is necessary for your child’s education.

1

5. Excellent – Only thing is chasing information that was not given to me by his father.

1

6. Good – I grew up in Central City and went to Central City School and I have to say those were the best 

years in school I had.

1
7. Good – There is always room for improvement.

1
8. Good – Some teachers can be a little mean.

1

9. Average – Some need to listen more to the parents.

1

10. Average – Went downhill in the last two years in my opinion.

1

.  

#5 Comments:

Do you feel that the Accelerated Reader program has been beneficial to your child(ren)?

1.  Yes – My child has learned tremendously from it.  He has accomplished more this year.
1 

2.  Yes – Kids are more interested in reading more.  Helps build vocabulary.

1

3.  Yes – It has helped one of my children increase his reading.

1
4.  Yes – Helping on their reading skills.

1
5.  Yes – He is reading much better and at or above his grade level.

1
6.  Yes – They learn how to read better.

1
7.  Yes – She reads awesome and loves it.

1

8.  Yes – She is reading so much better.

1

9.  Yes – It made them better readers.

1

10.  Yes – My child loves to pick books to read.

1

11.  Yes – My daughter is in kindergarten, and I remember there was no way I could read the way she 

       does when I was in kindergarten.

1
12.  Yes – They all enjoy reading.  A.R. encourages this.

1
13.  Yes – Encourages reading with rewards.

1
14.  Yes – They read more, but I think if teachers are going to use it for a grade, they should make sure

       students are keeping up.

1
15.  Yes – He has trouble understanding what he reads.

1
16.  Somewhat – My son still has trouble.

1
17.  No – You don’t learn when you’re FORCED!

1
18.  No – Early childhood program.

1
19.  Blank – Can’t say yet, but future for sure.

1
#6 Comments:
Do you think that the AR Store is an effective reward system for AR participants? 

1. Yes – It gets them to read!

1
2. Yes – The kids love it.

1
3. Yes – Kids enjoy getting rewards.

1

4. Yes – They love to read to be rewarded.

1

5. Yes – They look forward to getting things.

1

6. Yes – When they reach a goal, they get a treat.

1

7. Yes – The kids love going there.

1

8. Yes – It’s good that the children get to look and buy books.

1
9. No – I think that it should be used extracurricular.

1

10. No – I’m not crazy about the junk stuff!

1

#9 Comments:

A)  Do you think that the C.C.S. discipline plan is effective? 


B)  Do you think that the discipline plan has proven to be fair and consistent for all students?      

C)  Do you think the After-School Detention program is effective?      

D)  In your opinion, what is the greatest strength of the discipline plan?  

E)  In your opinion, what is the greatest weakness of the discipline plan?  

Question “A”:

1. It used to be last year when it was used correctly.

1

2. No – Not all teachers have same explanation.

1
Question “C”:

1. No – Because it happens through other levels.

1
 Question “D”:

1. After-school detention.

2

2. It’s very fair.

1
3. Effectiveness.

1
4. It’s convenient.

1
5. Structured OK.

1
6. Keeping children in school.

1
7. Knowing the punishment.

1

8. To get them to behave.

1

9. The principal doesn’t tolerate bad behavior.

1

Question “E”:
1. Consistency.

1

2. Threats of discipline and not following through.

1

3. If you don’t follow through with what’s in the planner.

1

4. Consider kids with learning difficulties, surely there are other options.

1
5. Sending them home.

1

6. The children that attend that school are very aggressive and do not stop after being disciplined.
1

7. No more spanking.

1

#9 Additional Comments:

1. All levels need to be explained.  Did not receive discipline paper for all detentions!  ALL subjects 

should be heard!

1

2. I think there are a lot of bullies.  Several kids, 5th and up, are mean with foul mouths.

1
3. Kids today don’t care if they get in trouble.  It doesn’t matter what kind of discipline plan there is. 1
4. Don’t know nothing about it.  This is the first year.

1
#10 Comments:

Did you like that evening hours were offered for parent-teacher conferences?

1.  Yes – Because many parents work during the day, and this helps “everybody” out.

1

2.  Yes – We both work all day and really appreciate evening hours!

1

3.  Yes – I don’t have to take vacation day for it.

1

4.  Yes – Because of work.

1

5.  Yes – Good IDEA.

1
#11 Comment:

Have you used Homework Hotline this year?  

1. No – Needs updated regularly.

1 
#12 Comments:

Have you or your child visited the Central City School website at centralcity.il.schoolwebpages.com?

1.  Yes – It has improved greatly from last year.  More up-to-date.

1

2.  Yes – Some of the pages are really cute!

1
3.  Yes – Very nice site.

1

4.  Yes – Saves calling!  Very convenient.

1

5.  Yes – A very good way to check on student without bothering the teacher every time. 

1

6.  Yes – We do go to website – view pictures, play games, and look at scores and schedules.
1

7.  Yes – His mother has.

1

8.  Yes – All classes need to be involved.

1

9.  No – But we will – now I know about it.

1 

#14 Comment:

Did you like that a girls’ volleyball program was started at Central City School this year?

1. Yes – Let every girl play – this is a grade school – don’t play just the best players.

1
#15 Comments:

What is/are your opinion(s) on the band/music program at Central City School?    

1.  Good.

6

2.  It’s OK.

2

3.  Impressive.

1

4.  Excellent, like to see him participate in parades and even add a color guard.

1
5.  The new teacher is doing a great job!

1
6.  Good program.

1
7.  It is wonderful, my daughter has blossomed in it.

1

8.  My children like to have music class.

1
9.  My child loves music class.

1

10.  My kids seem to enjoy it.

1
11.  I am happy to see the students taking pride in music.

1
12.  I enjoyed the Christmas program.

1
13.  Much better.  This past Christmas program was great.

1

14.  Fine.

1
15.  I think it’s coming along.

1
16.  It is OK for sixth graders and up to join or let everyone join.

1

17.  Need to keep it.

1

18.  PLEASE KEEP IT – I hope my child participates when old enough for band.

1

19.  It’s great to excel on talent.

1

20.  I wish I could have helped since I play piano and sing – Christmas program, etc.

1
#16 Comments:

Were your expectations for the new superintendent met this year?
1.  Great.

1
2.  Yes, very much.  He is excellent person and superintendent.

1
3.  Yes, he’s great.

1
4.  Yes, Mr. Branon is wonderful.

1
5.  Very nice, very together, and helpful.

1
6.  Good.

1

7.  Absolutely.

1

8.  He’s pretty good.

1

9.  Pretty much.

1
10.  Fairly.

1
11.  Being more fair / more discipline.

1

12.  No, he has no discipline.

1
#17 Comments:

Do you and/or your child(ren) have daily access to the Internet at home?


1.  We have a computer.

1
 
2.  Yes – They get computer time at night on our homepage.

1
 
3.  Yes – Thank you for keeping me informed by email!

1
 #18 Comments:

Do you feel that your child(ren) receive(s) adequate exposure to technology at school?   

1. Yes – They’ve acquired computer skills at school.

1
2. No – I do not feel the Internet is used nearly enough.

1  

#19 Comments:

Is there an activity for parents and/or students that you would like to see started at Central City School?

1.  Before school help – some parents need to be at work before the 7:45 drop off time.

1
2.  Like to see a color guard added to band and dance team.

1

3.  Pee wee – not tournament style – flag football.

1

4.  More sports – softball – football.

1

5.  Softball.

1

6.  Any sport, parents vs. the children.

1
#20 “Other” Comments:

What are the reasons you feel keep parents from being involved?

1.  School myself.

1
2.  School.  Spouse’s hours at work.

1

3.  Third shift.

1

4.  Sometimes just too many activities to attend for all children.

1
5.  Laziness.

1
6.  No money.

1
7.  Dropped out of school themselves, substance abuse.

1
Additional Comment:

Please write any additional comments below or on a separate piece of paper.

1. Teachers:  Don’t talk about students to other teachers in the classrooms or hallway.  Everyone hears what you are saying.  Keep rude comments to yourselves!  Teachers, be in your classrooms in the morning at 8:00 A.M. and after lunch.  Accidents happen when kids are left unattended.

1
RESULTS:


43  Completed 


     and Returned





*Bold, underlined numbers indicate number of responses.





Didn’t know  there were any! -  1





(








